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Vision 
 

To motivate and empower individuals to make a positive difference within our 
global society, through understanding and action, based on effective and 
compassionate leadership. 
 

Mission 
 

To inspire and develop our global community of youth and volunteers to a life 
dedicated to leadership, service and innovation. 

 

Core Values 
 

Volunteerism - Volunteerism is the heart and soul of our organization. We 
appreciate the myriad contributions of our volunteers and recognize the power of 
thank you and of giving back. We seek to promote and encourage service among 
our stakeholders. We recognize and value the positive accomplishments that 
volunteers can achieve by working together. We believe that volunteers are 
positively impacted by our programs as much as the youth and communities we 
serve. 
 
 

Integrity – Integrity forms the foundation of our organization. We demand the 
highest level of ethics. We grow our organization based on interactions that 
promote mutual trust and respect with our stakeholders and partners. We strive to 
ensure the highest level of organizational effectiveness by continually reviewing 
our programs and processes to improve quality and efficiency. 
 
 

Excellence – We strive to continually raise our programs and business to new 
levels of excellence. We encourage entrepreneurship and innovation in business, 
education, and social responsibility. We develop creative solutions to address 
challenges and to utilize opportunities. We believe that leadership skills can and 
should be continually improved and refined. 
 
 

Diversity – We value and embrace diversity. We seek out views that reflect all 
walks of life and reflect those views in our programs. We are sensitive to the 
special needs and diverse backgrounds of individuals. We give all individuals an 
equal opportunity to be heard and to benefit from our programs. 
 
 

Community Partnership – We value community partnerships. We recognize the 
importance of working with community organizations to strengthen our supportive 
network. We value the input we receive from our community partners and strive to 
work together cooperatively and constructively for the betterment of all. 
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You can support us by purchasing HOBY NC East swag from our online store. 
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HUGH O’BRIAN (1925-2016) 
 
 

Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership: His Lasting Legacy 
 

In 1958, Mr. O’Brian was privileged 
to spend nine inspirational days 
with the great humanitarian and 
1952 Nobel Peace Prize Winner Dr. 
Albert Schweitzer at his clinic in 
Africa. Dr. Schweitzer’s strong belief 
that “the most important thing in 
education is to teach young people 
to think for themselves” impressed 
O’Brian. Upon his return to the 
United States, he put Schweitzer’s 
words into action by forming Hugh 
O’Brian Youth Leadership (HOBY), a 
non-profit organization. Its format 
for motivation was simple: bring a 
select group of high school 
sophomores with demonstrated 
leadership abilities together with a 
group of distinguished leaders in 
business, education, government, 
and the professions, and let the two 
interact. Using a question-and-answer format, the young people selected to 
attend a HOBY Leadership Seminar held each spring in their state get a 
realistic look at what it takes to be a true leader, thus better enabling them “to 
think for themselves.” 
  
Today HOBY offers multiple leadership development programs for high school 
students based on the Social Change Model of Leadership and incorporating 
community service. Community Leadership Workshops (CLeWs) are held each 
year locally for freshmen. HOBY State Leadership Seminars for sophomores are 
held throughout the United States every spring. The World Leadership 
Congress (WLC) for rising juniors is held each summer in July at a major 
university in the U.S. and invites students from around the world to participate. 
HOBY style programs are also conducted in Canada, China, South Korea, Hong 
Kong, Iraq, Mexico, the Philippines, Taiwan, Turkey, Uganda, and the United 
Kingdom. The cultural differences that exist between countries of the world are 
explored in friendship by the American students and their international 
counterparts when they come together at the WLC. The HOBY experience is 
truly an inspirational event of a lifetime for student leaders. HOBY boasts more 
than 500,000 alumni worldwide. Its alumni programs include international tour 
and service trips for high school and college students. 
  
Each program year, Mr. O’Brian wrote this message to the current year’s 
ambassadors and we pass it on to all of you.  “I don’t have any children of my 
own, but I’ve got a couple of hundred thousand like you out there who I’m 
proud to call my family.  So, shine bright my friends; you are all my 
tomorrows, and the future is yours to make outstanding!!  I wish you love and 
Godspeed”!  
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THE HOBY STORY 
In the summer of 1958, Hugh O’Brian received the invitation that would change his 
life forever.  At the time, O’Brian had already made a name for himself as an actor 
portraying the legendary lawman Wyatt Earp on television and appearing in numer-
ous films.  When he received a cable from Dr. Albert Schweitzer welcoming him to 
French Equatorial Africa for a visit, he did not hesitate to accept.  O’Brian had long 
admired the German doctor-missionary-theologian-musician, and within two weeks 
he arrived at Dr. Schweitzer’s remote hospital complex in Africa.  During his visit, 
O’Brian spent his days assisting the volunteers in the hospital and his nights with Dr. 
Schweitzer discussing global peace and world politics. During their discussions, Dr. 
Schweitzer told O’Brian that he felt “The most important thing in education is to 
teach young people to think for themselves,” which O’Brian would never forget.   

After an inspiring nine days, O’Brian prepared to return to America.  Before saying 
goodbye, Dr. Schweitzer took O’Brian’s hand and asked, “Hugh, what are you going 
to do with this?” It was these words combined with his unforgettable visit that com-
pelled Hugh O'Brian to form Hugh O'Brian Youth Leadership (HOBY).  Two weeks af-
ter returning from his 1958 visit to Africa, O’Brian put together a prototype seminar 
for young leaders. 

From 1958 to 1967, leadership seminars took place in Los Angeles for sophomores 
from California. In 1968 the scope of the HOBY program grew to include national and 
international participants which led to the expanded eight-day global leadership sem-
inar called the World Leadership Congress (WLC) held annually.  In an effort to in-
clude more students nationwide, three-day and four-day HOBY Leadership Seminars 
were instituted in 1977 in which high schools throughout the country may nominate 
a sophomore to attend a HOBY seminar in their state.   

Six decades later, HOBY is still inspiring young people all over the world to develop 
their leadership and critical-thinking skills to achieve their highest potential.  Cur-
rently, more than 10,000 tenth graders, representing almost as many high schools 
nationwide, attend HOBY Leadership Seminars each year.  These seminars are run 
by over 4,000 volunteers with community leaders, business executives, educators, 
and parents involved in every seminar. Each seminar strives to follow the HOBY mot-
to of teaching students, “how to think, not what to think,” thus ensuring that Dr. 
Schweitzer’s hope for young people lives on. 

Hugh O’Brian: Visionary, Legendary Humanitarian  
Hugh O’Brian was born April 19, 1925 in Rochester, New York. At 17, he became the 
youngest drill instructor in Marine Corps history, but found his true passion was act-
ing.  O’Brian gained national fame and notoriety with his portrayal of frontier lawman 
Wyatt Earp in “The Life and Times of Wyatt Earp.”  This top-rated television series 
ran from 1955-1962 and made O’Brian an overnight success.  After the series ended, 
O’Brian went on to other acting projects in film, television, and Broadway while de-
voting the rest of his time to HOBY.   

The honors and awards he has received from his work with HOBY are numerous. In 
1983, the National Society of Fund Raising Executives honored him with their prem-
ier award for overall philanthropic excellence as a volunteer, fundraiser and philan-
thropist. This is the only time one individual has received the award in all three cate-
gories. In 1989, he received the 60th Annual American Education Award presented 
by the American Association of School Administrators. O'Brian joins Norman Rock-
well, Lyndon Johnson, Helen Keller, Walt Disney, and Bob Hope as a recipient of this 
most significant award. Mr. O’Brian died on September 5, 2016 at the age of 91.  
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Welcome to HOBY! 
 
 
On behalf of the entire NC EAST Hugh O’Brian Youth 
Leadership Volunteer Committee I am pleased to  
welcome you to our annual leadership seminar! Months 
of planning and hard work have gone into making this 
experience one that you will remember for a long time.  
 
Many people have contributed their money, time, and resources to cre-
ate this experience for you. We hope you will learn, grow, stretch your 
mind, question, make lasting friendships, and have FUN while you are 
here! 

 

You were selected because others see something wonderful in you. Start-
ing now, you are a leader. We will not provide conclusions to you; we 
want you to think for yourself. Take advantage of this opportunity to 
question your thoughts, share your ideas with others, and get answers to 
questions regarding your role in our state and your future.  We also want 
you to think about how you can bring your own unique talents, creativity, 
and style to your leadership journey. 

 

We have assembled terrific individuals from various professions who 
will speak to you about the challenges and joys of being leaders in their 
fields. We encourage you to ask questions and learn from their different 
perspectives. We have also planned activities to prepare you for being a 
leader – you will learn  and  experience  what  you  can  do  right  now  to  
make  your  own community better. 

 

While our volunteers and speakers will contribute greatly to the success of 
the seminar, the biggest contributing factor will be YOU – your attitude, 
your willingness to go beyond your past beliefs and behaviors, your par-
ticipation, and what you will give to each other. Open yourself to the peo-
ple around you this weekend. Learn from one another and discover the 
unique contribution you can make. Our world faces challenging times 
ahead and leaders are needed! Continually ask yourself—how can I make 
a difference in my community, my state, my country and the world? Use 
this opportunity to start answering that question. Approach this weekend 
with enthusiasm and you will not be disappointed. 

 
We hope you enjoy yourself and apply what you learn from this weekend 
to your life. On Sunday, you will become HOBY Alumni. You will join 
thousands of young people that have come before you in this unique and 
honored title, and you will have a special responsibility to be a leader and 
make a difference wherever you go. Congratulations! This weekend, and 
your life, will be what you make it… and you can make it Outstanding! 
 
HOBY Hugs,  
Shira Samaniego 
2021 NC East 
HOBY Leadership 
Seminar Chair 
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Pre HOBY Day: June 11, 2021 

All Day Check access to HOBY Connect  

4pm-7pm Optional office hours to test Zoom login  

 

Day 1: June 12, 2021 

  8:30 AM Opening Ceremony  

  9:15 AM Introduction to Leadership 

10:15 AM Group Time with Pre-Survey 

11:00 AM Stretch Break 

11:15 AM Personal Leadership 

12:30 PM Lunch Break 

  1:30 PM Personal Leadership 

  2:15 PM Group Leadership 

  3:15 PM Stretch Break 

  3:30 PM Group Leadership 

  4:30 PM Group Time 

  5:15 PM Official End of Day 1 

  7:00 PM Optional Nighttime Fun Activity (2 Hours) 

 

Day 2: June 13, 2021 

  8:30 AM Social Responsibility  

10:45 AM Stretch Break 

11:00 AM Social Responsibility  

12:30 PM Lunch Break 

  1:30 PM Leadership for Service 

  2:00 PM Life with HOBY/ Activation KIT 

  3:00 PM Gratitude 

  3:30 PM Group Time with Post Survey 

  4:15 PM Closing Ceremony 

  5:00 PM End of Seminar 

 

 

Schedule of Events 
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Speakers 
 

Greg Siers 
 
Greg Siers is an Emmy-award winning technical and creative TV 
producer and director with over 25 years’ experience working 
professionally on hundreds of live studio & broadcast productions and 
events around the US and the world. 
 
He worked his way up from the bottom, growing up in a small town of 
600 people in the middle of Michigan and then moving to New York City 
to attend film school at NYU. He got his big break, which he will tell you 
about, and worked as a cinematographer and producer for all major 
broadcast and cable networks.  He managed production for Martha 
Stewart's weekly show and ran live production for Discovery 
Communications for over 10 years. He has worked with all living presidents in a variety of 
productions. He has interviewed people live who are floating around in outer space, 
produced a show that was live from MARS and even produced the Puppy Bowl (for 10 
years). He directed Oprah Winfrey's recent US stadium tour as well as produced and 
directed a documentary about the anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau in 
Poland, commissioned by Steven Spielberg. Recently Greg was an executive producer on a 
prime-time Discovery Channel special in 2021 called "Action Planet" focusing on the 
America's renewed commitment to battling climate change. During 2020, his production 
company produced over 175 award winning episodes of content for NBC, all from his 
basement (and guests from around the globe!). Greg believes that applied learnings, 
reading the manual and working with the best team members you can find are the keys to 
sustainable success. 
 
Greg was a HOBY ambassador in 1992. He has volunteered ever since and spoken to over 
75,000 students worldwide at HOBY seminars (and beyond) in the last 25 years as a HOBY 
volunteer and keynote speaker. 
 
Did we mention, he wants you to know...none of this matters...because as the stories he 
will share with the ambassadors will show, this intro has nothing to do with the person 
behind these achievements. These are just what get you in the door.... 
 
Greg lives with his wife and 3 children and a dog named Izzy in the Washington DC area. 

 
 
 

Mindy Sopher 
 
Asking Mindy what she does (for a living) will usually bring the following 
response, “I work hard every day to change the world!” Recognized with 
an NC State campus award, a “day” in the City of Raleigh and a national 
Graduate Fellowship all named in her honor, Mindy teaches Nonprofit 
Leadership and Development and Transition to Higher Education courses 
at North Carolina State University in Raleigh. She serves as an academic 
advisor to First Year students and those changing majors. She does not 
recall any time when she was not advising local or inter/national 
fraternities and sororities, either professionally (30+ years) or as a 
volunteer.   
 
When not travelling the globe as a speaker @FCFLSpeakers or visiting with HOBYites, she 
enjoys her passions back home: memories of her sweet English bulldogs “Queen Victoria” & 
“Miss Violet”, leadership in transition, service learning, cultivating African violets, jewelry 
beading and the delightful labors of her two good friends “Ben and Jerry”! Mindy grew up in 
Western Pennsylvania, where she also learned to love the Steelers & how to make a mean 
giant newspaper hat! 
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Dr. Rick Grandinetti 
 
Dr. Rick Grandinetti is a successful, nationally known consultant and 
keynote speaker. He is a leading authority in altering company cul-
tures to Excellence. He is an expert in behavior change and capitaliz-
ing on the “human capital” within a company. He has designed, pro-
duced and conducted thousands of seminars and keynote addresses 
throughout North America. Dr. Rick Grandinetti has consulted and 
educated over 1900 companies worldwide. He addresses audiences 
totaling over 50,000 people per year.  
 
Dr. Grandinetti travels over 250 days a year to different locations in 
North America. He has published a book titled “Succeed Inside the 
Box Guaranteed.”TM Dr. Grandinetti serves as an adjunct professor 
for University of North Carolina Business Graduate School and Shep-
herd Town College. 
 
 

Amber Smith  
 
Amber Smith is the Founder and Executive Director of Activate 
Good, a nonprofit that mobilizes thousands of volunteers to im-
prove the community through people-powered projects for good in 
The Triangle. A graduate of NC State University, Amber was hon-
ored to receive Wake County’s Commission for Women Award, the 
Independent Weekly Citizen Award, Leadership Triangle’s Good-
mon Award, and recognition as part of Triangle Business Journal's 
40 under 40 for her work promoting a culture of service in the Tri-
angle. Her writing about service and leadership, social innovation, 
and nonprofits has appeared in Fast Company, the Philanthropy 
Journal, The Nonprofit Revolution by Wethos, the Journal of Finan-
cial Planning, and other media.  
 
In 2017, Amber was appointed a commissioner on the North Carolina Commission on Vol-
unteerism and Community Service by Governor Roy Cooper and continues her service on 
the commission today. Finally, Amber enjoys sharing all of the tips and strategies she's 
learned from starting and leading a nonprofit organization on her YouTube channel to help 
other aspiring nonprofit founders. Above all, Amber is on a mission to make sure everyone 
realizes their own potential to change the world!  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/ambermelaniesmith
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2021 Ambassador 

John Adams   Fuquay-Varina High School  Fuquay-Varina 

Mario Aguilar  Greene Central High School Snow Hill 

Tala Alhassan    East Chapel Hill High School  Chapel Hill 

Erin Allen    Southeast Raleigh Magnet High School  Raleigh 

Max Andrews    Arendell Parrott Academy  Kinston 

Cameron Askins    Jacksonville High School  Jacksonville 

Gracie Baker    Northeast Academy  Lasker 

Ethan Batten-Hicks    South Granville HS  Creedmoor 

Abbey Beam    North Rowan High School  Spencer 

Jordan Bender    Vance Charter School  Henderson 

Nevaeh Best    James B. Hunt Jr High School  Wilson 

Madison Birgensmith   SouthWest Edgecombe High School  Pinetops 

Alexandria Blackmon   Garner Magnet High School  Garner 

Isaac Bostic    St. David's School  Raleigh 

Taliyah Bradberry    Camp Lejeune High School  Camp Lejeune 

Brook Brown    Lawrence Academy  Merry Hill 

Ja'Khari Bryant    Jones Senior High School  Trenton 

Ajah Buckom    Eastern Wayne High School  Goldsboro 

William Burnette    J.F. Webb High School  Oxford 

Sierra Butler   Maury High School Norfolk, VA 

Maylani Carr    E.A. Laney High School  Wilmington 

Rocky Carter    Warren County High School Warrenton 

Catherine Cepin    Smithfield-Selma High School Smithfield 

Breanna Chavez    North Wake College And Career Academy Wake Forest 

Andrea Chavez Lopez   Pamlico High School  Bayboro 

Samaria Coe    Granville Early College High School  Creedmoor 

Tatyana Cook    Smithfield-Selma High School  Smithfield 

Ella Corey    Rocky Mount Academy  Rocky Mount 

Nicholas Cunard    Kerr-Vance Academy  Henderson 

Sydney Curtis    Fayetteville Academy  Fayetteville 

Gemma Curtiss    Rocky Mount High School  Rocky Mount 

Madeline David    New Hanover High School  Wilmington 

Mackenzie Davis    Rocky Mount Academy  Rocky Mount 

Gabriel Del Bosque-Velasco  Wake Forest High School  Wake Forest 

Monika Dixon    Greene Central High School  Snow Hill 

Cole Dragotta    Holly Springs High School  Holly Springs 

Hannah Elder    N. Raleigh Christian Academy  Raleigh 

Lily Eubanks    Topsail High School  Hampstead 

Hannah Evans    Person High School  Roxboro 
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2021 Ambassadors 

Emma Ewing   Ayden-Grifton High School  Ayden 

Ansley Fletcher   Fayetteville Academy  Fayetteville 

Keller Fraley   J.H. Rose High School  Greenville 

Jordan Fullgraf-Hartmann  Durham School Of The Arts  Durham 

Evelyn Gamez-Gamez  Duplin Early College High School  Kenansville 

Eli Gardner   East Wake Academy  Zebulon 

Davin Gardner   Village Christian Academy  Fayetteville 

Miles Gibson   Cape Fear Academy  Wilmington 

Matthew Gore   South Columbus High School  Tabor City 

Ainsley Hallett   Camp Lejeune High School  Camp Lejeune 

Gabrielle Hannah   East Duplin High School  Beulaville 

Scott Harrington-Cherry  North Pitt High School  Bethel 

Aiden Harrison   Jordan Matthews High school  Siler City 

Claire Harvey   Charles E. Jordan High School  Durham 

Abby Harwick   Pamlico High School  Bayboro 

Curran Haworth   Fayetteville Academy  Fayetteville 

Sean Hession   John T. Hoggard High School  Wilmington 

Luke Highfil   Neuse Charter School  Smithfield 

Chandler Hill   Ralph L. Fike High School  Wilson 

Emma Hobson   Clinton High School  Clinton 

William Hoppes   East Rutherford High School  Bostic 

Juliette Jeanniton   Holly Springs High School  Holly Springs 

Naomi Karbowsky   Pamlico High School  Bayboro 

Ryan Kilgallen   Chapel Hill High School  Chapel Hill 

Elizabeth Layton   Lawrence Academy  Merry Hill 

Emerson Levin   Durham Academy  Durham 

Amelia Linton   Corinth Holders High School  Wendell 

Gabrielle Major   East Wake High School  Wendell 

Chloe Malone   Village Christian Academy  Fayetteville 

Kiran Manikumar   Charles E. Jordan High School  Durham 

Amelia Marshburn   Topsail High School  Hampstead 

Mia Martinez-Garcia   Columbia High School  Columbia 

Claire Massengill   South Johnston High School  Four Oaks 

Julianna Mathis   Vance Charter School  Henderson 

Macy McPeters   Heritage High School  Wake Forest 

Charis McRae   Eugene Ashley High School  Wilmington 

John Mewborn   Harnett Central High School  Angier 

Ava Miller   Trinity School Of Durham & Chapel Hill  Durham 

Emma Mitchell   Clinton High School  Clinton 
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2021 Ambassadors 

McKenna Morgan   Green Hope High School  Cary 

Yasmeen Morris   South Granville HS  Creedmoor 

Caroline Mullen   Chapel Hill High School  Chapel Hill 

Uma Nair   Panther Creek High School  Cary 

Rohan Nangalia   Cary Academy   Cary 

Henry Odland   Heritage High School  Wake Forest 

Isha Omer   Arendell Parrott Academy  Kinston 

Sadie Owens   North East Carolina Prep School  Tarboro 

Allison Owens   W. G. Enloe Magnet High School  Raleigh 

Arjun Pandiarajan   Green Level High School  Cary 

Rebecca Panzo   Vernon Malone College And Career Academy  Raleigh 

Nikhil Patel   W. G. Enloe Magnet High School  Raleigh 

Sahil Patel   John T. Hoggard High School  Wilmington 

David Phillippe   South Lenoir High School  Deep Run 

Jada Price   South Johnston High School  Four Oaks 

Grace Pryor   Roxboro Community School  Roxboro 

Amogh Rao   Green Hope High School  Cary 

Wilmer Reyes-Rosales  Wallace-Rose Hill High School  Teachey 

Bailey Rinehart   John A. Holmes High School  Edenton 

Lillian Rousey   Pender Early College HS  Burgaw 

Jane Rydin   Chapel Hill High School  Chapel Hill 

Kelly Sanchez   Heide Trask High School  Rocky Point 

Shweta Shah   Green Level High School  Cary 

Erynn Shallington   Princeton High School  Princeton 

Olivia Sheppard   Neuse Charter School  Smithfield 

Miguel Sierra-Velazquez  Fayetteville Academy  Fayetteville 

Kaylee Signorello   Eugene Ashley High School  Wilmington 

Zane Smaini   The Montessori School Of Raleigh  Raleigh 

Sarah-Morgan Smith  Trinity School Of Durham And Chapel Hill  Durham 

Reagan Streeter   South Brunswick High School  Southport 

Riana Victoria   Green Level High School  Cary 

Bradley Warren   North Duplin Jr/Sr High School  Mount Olive 

Thomas West   Eastern Wayne High School  Goldsboro 

Dyana West   Jones Senior High School  Trenton 

Sydney Whichard   North Lenoir High School  La Grange 

Samara Williams   Voyager Academy High School  Durham 

Harley Wilson   James Kenan High School  Warsaw 

Mariana Zellmer   Wake Forest High School  Wake Forest 
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HOBY’s Selection Process 

Each September, HOBY Registration 
Kits are sent to over 22,000 public, 
private, and charter high schools in the 
United States. All tenth graders are eli-
gible for selection to attend one of the 
three- or four-day weekend seminars 
held in their area each spring. A soph-
omore leader may be selected by each 
school and is certified by the principal.  

HOBY seminars focus on teaching stu-
dents how to think, not what to think, 
while encouraging young leaders to-
ward responsible citizenship, including 
community service and volunteerism.  

Leadership Seminar Curriculum 

The curriculum for this Leadership Seminar is based on HOBY’s vision to motivate 
and empower individuals to make a positive difference within our global society.  
HOBY believes students like you represent the future leaders of the world – leaders 
in business, education, government, or any field you choose – because YOU are 
someone who will make a difference.  By developing and understanding effective 
and compassionate leadership, we hope you will be able to realize your leadership 
potential, and take action in your homes, schools, workplace, communities and the 
world. 

Your HOBY experience will help you develop leadership from three perspectives: 

Personal Leadership Group Leadership Social Responsibility 

We will focus on your individual growth in order for your leadership to make a better 
world and a better society for yourself and others. 

Everyone at HOBY believes in you ability to be a leader and affect the future for all 
of us.  

Throughout the Seminar, we want you to engage in the HOBY Active Leadership 
Cycle.  This is a process that can be applied throughout your life.  The cycle: Learn - 
Act - Reflect - Innovate, is a process for developing your leadership skills and, truly, 
any kind of personal development.  You learn about or how to do something, you act 
on what you learn, you reflect on what went wrong or what can be adjusted, and 
you make changes, or innovate, and try again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So, stand out and be outstanding!  Show us who you are and what you can do.  
HOBY is your open door to a life of leadership and service.  We can’t wait to learn 
what potential you will unlock through HOBY. 

Community Leadership Workshop 
(CLeW) 

The Community Leadership Workshop (CLeW) 
is HOBY’s one-day leadership program for high 
school freshmen, which focuses on leadership 
as a discipline to be explored and learned. 
HOBY CLeW students interact with local com-
munity leaders, and participate in group activi-
ties, and conduct community service projects. 
If you are interested in organizing a CLeW at 
your school, please contact your local seminar 
planning committee. 
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HOW WILL YOU LEAD 
THROUGH SERVICE?  

 

Leadership for Service: HOBY’s 
Commitment to Volunteerism 

 
As you will learn this weekend, one of 
the most powerful ways to show 
leadership is through service to others. 
HOBY believes so strongly in the idea of 
servant leadership that we answered 
the call and a created an initiative that 
challenges all Ambassadors to continue 
their HOBY experience long after the 
seminar concludes. Leadership for 
Service (L4S) is HOBY’s service-
leadership program intended to prepare 
young people to contribute to their 
communities through service-learning 
and volunteerism.  
The objectives of Leadership for Service 
are: 
 To inform Ambassadors about the role 

and impact of community service; 
 To facilitate setting short-term 

community service goals;  
 To provide opportunities to connect 

with community service 
organizations; and 

 To provide documentation of program 
impact and effectiveness. 

Each Ambassador is challenged to 
return to his/her community and 
conduct at least 100 hours of 
community service in the year following 
the HOBY Leadership Seminar.  
Ambassadors are asked to make a 
year-long commitment to strengthen 
their communities through 
volunteerism, and to track their success 
by logging their hours on the HOBY 
website, www.hoby.org in the Alumni 
section. Since the implementation of 
HOBY’s Leadership for Service program 
in 1998, participants have logged over 
4 Million volunteer service hours. 
Through HOBY’s Leadership for Service 
programs, Ambassadors gain the tools, 
passion and commitment to serve 
others. To help young people realize 
the personal and social benefits of 
volunteerism and service, HOBY awards 
each Ambassador who successfully 
completes and logs 100 hours a special 
recognition packet, which includes 
recognition by the White House and the 
President’s Student Service Award. 

Cooperating Organizations 
 

Albert Schweitzer’s Leadership for Life 

America’s Promise – The Alliance for 

Youth 

American Association of School 

Administrators 

American International Education 

Foundation 

Big Brothers Big Sisters 

The Congressional Award 

Education First Tours 

Foundation for Teaching Economics 

HOBY Canada 

HOBY Iraq 

HOBY Korea 

HOBY Togo 

HOBY Turkey 

HOBY Uganda 

HOBY UK 

Hong Kong Union for Youth Leaders 

General Federation of Women's Clubs 

(GFWC) 

International Association of Lions Clubs 

Junior Chamber International 

Military Order of the World Wars 

National Association of Secondary 

School Principals 

National Parent Teacher Association 

Optimist International 

Phi Sigma Pi National Honor Fraternity 

Points of Light & Hands on Network 

Students Against Destructive Decisions 

(SADD) 

Young Marines 

Youth Service America (YSA) 
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Welcome! You are now a part of the family of fellow HOBY Alumni who num-
ber 600,000 strong! 

Being a HOBY Alum is special. HOBY alumni serve their communities; they 
lead in their schools and communities; they go on to realize success in a 
number of areas.  

In short, they change the world. 

Being an active member of the HOBY Alumni Association means having ac-
cess to numerous opportunities exclusively available to HOBY alumni, includ-
ing leadership and educational programs, scholarships and grants. 

Don’t let your HOBY experience end on Sunday. 

Make sure you stay active in the HOBY Alumni Association. 

Current alumni: 

 Return to volunteer at HOBY Leadership Seminars and the World Leader-
ship Congress 

 Apply for highly competitive college and university scholarships like the 
Morehead-Cain and Robertson Scholarships  

 Participate in additional educational and leadership programs and semi-
nars such as Presidential Classroom, Foundation for Teaching Economics’ 
“Economics for Leaders” and Youth For Understanding’s study abroad pro-
gram 

 Log their Leadership for Service hours at www.hoby.org in the alumni sec-
tion 

 Show HOBY Pride by purchasing HOBY NC East swag from our online 
store.  https://www.bonfire.com/store/hoby-north-carolina-east/   

For more information on opportunities available to HOBY alumni and to stay 
involved visit the Alumni section of www.hoby.org and Contact Name, Alumni 
Association Advisor for Site HOBY, at e-mail address or phone number. 

The HOBY Alumni Association wants you! 

HOBY NC Alumni Director 
alumni@hobync.org 

What happens after your HOBY seminar is over? 

You become a HOBY Alumnus. 

“I don’t know what your destiny will be, but one thing I do know: the only 
ones among you who will be really happy are those who have sought and 

found how to serve.” 

- Albert Schweitzer, 1952 Nobel Peace Prize Winner 

https://www.bonfire.com/store/hoby-north-carolina-east/
mailto:alumni@hobync.org
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Continue Your Leadership Journey with HOBY 
 
World Leadership Congress (WLC) 
 
HOBY’s largest and longest running youth leadership event, the World 
Leadership Congress (WLC) is the next step on your leadership journey. 
You’ll build your leadership skills with over 450 other young people from 
across the United States and around the World. 
  
The WLC is a weeklong event, where you’ll participate in an interactive 
educational program that includes hearing from top leaders in a variety of 
fields, hands-on workshops, community service projects and of course, 
some fun! 

  
This year’s World Leadership Congress is currently scheduled to be a 
hybrid event, July 25–31.  By participating in your HOBY Leadership 
Seminar, you are now eligible to attend the 2021 or 2022 World 
Leadership Congress. This program is only available the two summers 
immediately following your leadership seminar, so you’ll want to act fast 
as space goes quickly and we do sell out each year.  For more information 
on the WLC, visit www.hoby.org. 
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17 

 

C
o

r
p

o
r
a

t
e

 B
o

a
r
d

 a
n

d
 V

o
lu

n
t
e

e
r
s
 

Corporate Board 

President: Connor Brady 
Vice President: Alison Houchin 
Secretary: Kristen Zeh 
Treasurer: Andy Zeh 
At-Large Members: Ed Blackman, Katie Yoder, Sophia Ryan 
2021 Leadership Seminar Chair: Shira Samaniego 
 

Seminar Committee 

2021 Leadership Seminar Chair: Shira Samaniego 
Director of Special Services: Ed Blackman 
Corporate Board President: Connor Brady 
Co-Directors of SDG Projects: Cindy Cook and Rob Cook 
Director of Facilitators: Charlotte George 
Director or Recruitment/Ambassador Relations: Stacy Hanna 
Director of WLC: Ashley Kinsey 
Director of Activities and Technology: Rachael Lubbers 
Director of Speakers: Ashley Marshall 
Director of Social Media: Sophia Ryan 
Director of Fundraising: Jawoin Williams 
Director of Junior Staff: Katie Yoder 
 

Facilitators 

Matthew Chagnot 
Becca Easley 
Maddy Ekstrom Brewer  
Charlotte George 
Jordan Googe 
Cami Howell 
Sarah Anne Jenkins 
Lexi Kam 
Tyrese Parks 
Jenna Waggoner 
Katie Yoder 

 

Junior Staff 

Charlotte Bland 
Meghana Chamarty 
Austin Denning 
Tori Hounshel 
Oviya Ilangovan 
Gavin Reider 
Isabella Strauss 
Andy Underwood Jr 

 

 

 

HOBY Volunteers 

Local Corporate Board 
Connor Brady  
Corporate Board President  
 
HOBY NC East 
3434 Edwards Mill Road, Ste. 112-144 
Raleigh, NC 27612 
919-432-HOBY (4629)  
 
HOBYNCEast@gmail.com 
https://hobynceast.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/hobynceast 
 
You can also support us by purchasing 
HOBY NC East swag from our online 
store. 

https://www.bonfire.com/store/hoby-
north-carolina-east/   

https://www.bonfire.com/store/hoby-north-carolina-east/
https://www.bonfire.com/store/hoby-north-carolina-east/
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Corporate Sponsors 

North State Bank 

Mel Sells Homes (Melissa Spivey Real Estate) 

Biscuitville 

The Raleigh Jaycees 

Chipotle- NC State Location 

 
Individual Contributors 

Edward Blackman 

Connor Brady 

Caitlin Brady 

Sydney Clifton 

Alisa Fraley 

Tracy Fullgraf 

Charlotte George 

Jordan Googe 

Anne Greene 

Lisa Grier Lea 

Stacy Hanna 

Susan and Lee Hanna 

Kelly Harris 

Dalace Inman 

Mark Kleinschmidt 

 

Additional Thanks To 

Rick Grandinetti, Educator Keynote Speaker at Robob LLC  

Heather Myers, HOBY Director of National Programs, Region O  

Greg Siers, Director Of Broadcast Sales at TSL Products, North America  

Amber Smith, Executive Director at Activate Good,  

Mindy Sopher, Academic Advisor & Lecturer at NC State University, Depart-
ment of Communication  

A Special Thank You 

HOBY NC East is always welcoming new donors and sponsors! To get involved, please con-
tact Jawoin Williams at fundraising@hobynceast.org.  Get started on the path to making 
the world better a better place through HOBY.   
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Shannida Letellier-Ramsey 

Rachael Lubbers 

Meghan Luzader 

Jonathan Mills 

Derek Mobley 

Candace Norris 

Meagan O'Dowd-O'Malley 

Allison Owens 

Sheri Price 

Raghav Rao 

Sean Reeves 

Sophia Ryan 

Shira Samaniego 

Krista Shafer 

Support us by purchas-
ing HOBY NC East 
swag!  

https://www.bonfire.co
m/store/hoby-north-
carolina-east/   

https://www.bonfire.com/store/hoby-north-carolina-east/
https://www.bonfire.com/store/hoby-north-carolina-east/
https://www.bonfire.com/store/hoby-north-carolina-east/
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The HOBY Academic All-Stars 
program recognizes HOBY alumni 
and volunteers for their 
accomplishments in the classroom. 
All HOBY alumni and volunteers of 
any program are welcome to apply.  

A HOBY Academic All-Star will 

 Be graduating high school or 
college in the same school year 
they apply 

 Be an alumni or volunteer of any 
of our HOBY programs  

 Have a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or 
higher 

Academic All-Stars receive a congratulatory letter with a certificate and 
official HOBY honor cord to wear at graduation.  In addition, each 
Academic All-Star is listed on the HOBY website.  

HOBY Academic All-Stars 

Connect with HOBY International and HOBY NC East 

facebook.com/HOBY 

youtube.com/HOBY 

instagram.com/HOBY 

linkedin.com/company/HOBY 

twitter.com/HOBY 

www.hoby.org 

facebook.com/HOBYNCEast 

facebook.com/HOBYNCAlumni 

instagram.com/HOBYNCEast 

twitter.com/HOBYNCEast 

www.hobynceast.org 
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The Freedom to Choose 
Unfortunately, a very small number of our young people 
seem to attract most of the news.  They are in the public 
eye because they have stolen cars, vandalized schools, 
created disturbances – in some way rebelled against 
society.  These headline-makers represent only a small part 
of our teenage population.  It is a fact that 98.7 percent of 
our young people are law-abiding, constructive citizens.  
There is too much focus on the negative.  It is time we 
accent the positive – pat the good guys and gals on the 
back – let them know there are rewards for being 
responsible members of the community. 

 

I do NOT believe we are all born equal – CREATED equal in 
the eyes of God, YES – but physical and emotional 
differences, parental guidance, varying environments, 
being in the right place at the right time, all play a role in 
enhancing or limiting an individual’s development.  But I 
DO believe every man and woman, if given the opportunity 
and encouragement to recognize his or her own potential, 
regardless of background has the Freedom To Choose in 
our world.  Will an individual be a taker or a giver in life?  
Will that person be satisfied merely to exist, or seek a 
meaningful purpose?  Will he or she dare to dream the 
impossible dream? 

 

I believe every person is created as 
the steward of his or her own 
destiny with great power for a 
specific purpose to share with 
others, through service, a 
reverence for life in a spirit of love.  

 

 

 

 

 

  1925-2016 
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